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Steven Covey, “Begin with the end in mind.”

Client to me in initial meeting: 
“What do you think we ought to do?”

Who are we? 
What does God want us to do with it?



Attorney and Accountant to me: 
“Uh, oh. We have a problem, don’t we? I think we need to make some 

changes to their plan!”

Where are we now?
What are we stewarding?

The Five Stages of the Estate Planning Process
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Attorney to Client: 
“Here is a spreadsheet of over 25 different planning tools. Look them

over and tell me which ones you like.”

How do we get where we believe God wants us to go?

The Five Stages of the Estate Planning Process
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Does this plan get us where we want to go?

The Five Stages of the Estate Planning Process
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The Five Stages of the Estate Planning Process
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Which stage carries the greatest risk that the planning 
process will blow up and never be completed?
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Which stage carries the greatest risk that the planning 
process will blow up and never be completed?
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“We need to give this some thought.”



The Traditional Estate Planning Approach
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In the planning process what will a wealthy person 
do if he/she gets either SCARED and/or CONFUSED?

NOTHING!
ARTICLE: 

Fear and Uncertainty:  The Two Great Planning Paralyzers



5  TIMES!

On average, how many times do people start 
estate planning, but do not finish?

“People spend more time planning their vacations 
than they do their estates!”



Attorney Question: 
“How are you getting our client to implement all this planning all at the same time…?”

Client Question:
“Why shouldn’t we implement this plan?”

The Family Wealth Counseling Approach
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Which Approach Would You And Your Clients Prefer?

The Family Wealth Counseling Approach

The Traditional Estate Planning Approach
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The Family Wealth Counseling Approach

The Traditional Estate Planning Approach

This Is More Accurately What Actually Happens

20% OF PLANS IMPLEMENTED  

100% OF PLANS IMPLEMENTED



ARTICLE: 
The Power of the 

Five-Phase 
Stewardship Planning 

Process

ARTICLE: 
Discovering 

Your Fire Within



Questions and Answers
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