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BEYOND YOUR ABILITY

WHEN GIVING GOT OUT OF CONTROL
If you want some excellent examples of generous 
giving, you need only to look to the Bible. In two 
different passages, we witness some extraordinary and 
compelling stories on giving. One is in the Old Testament 
and the other is in the New Testament. One involves 
people who were rich, and the other involves people 
who were poor. One is about a building program and the 
other about giving benevolently to those in need. They 
contrast in many ways, but the outcome in both stories is 

identical—their giving got out of control. 

In the first “out-of-control” story, Moses has come down from Mt. Sinai, his face literally 
aglow, and reports to the children of Israel that God wants them to build a tabernacle 
for Him to dwell in. It is important to keep in mind that even though the Israelites were 
slaves in Egypt for centuries, when they did finally leave, they were incredibly wealthy. 
(See Exodus 12:35-36).   

In the second “out-of-control” story, the Macedonian Christians are in the midst of 
enduring both extended and extreme poverty. While they are barely surviving, they hear 
from Paul that the Christians in Jerusalem are facing even more desperate conditions 
than they are.  

“Out-of-Control Story” #1: Exodus 35:20-36:6 (NIV)

Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel departed from Moses’ presence. Everyone 
whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit moved him came and brought the 
Lord’s contribution for the work of the tent of meeting and for all its service and for the holy 
garments. Then all whose hearts moved them, both men and women, came and brought 
brooches and earrings and signet rings and bracelets, all articles of gold; so did every man 
who presented an offering of gold to the Lord. Every man, who had in his possession blue 
and purple and scarlet material and fine linen and goats’ hair and rams’ skins dyed red and 
porpoise skins, brought them. Everyone who could make a contribution of silver and bronze 
brought the Lord’s contribution; and every man who had in his possession acacia wood for 
any work of the service brought it. All the skilled women spun with their hands, and brought 
what they had spun, in blue and purple and scarlet material and in fine linen. All the women 
whose heart stirred with a skill spun the goats’ hair. The rulers brought the onyx stones and 
the stones for setting for the ephod and for the breastpiece; and the spice and the oil for the 
light and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. The Israelites, all the men and 
women, whose heart moved them to bring material for all the work, which the Lord had 
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commanded through Moses to be done, brought a freewill offering to the Lord.
Then Moses said to the sons of Israel, ‘See, the Lord has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, 
the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. And He has filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, 
in understanding and in knowledge and in all craftsmanship; to make designs for working in 
gold and in silver and in bronze, and in the cutting of stones for settings and in the carving of 
wood, so as to perform in every inventive work. He also has put in his heart to teach, both he 
and Oholiab, the son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan. He has filled them with skill to perform 
every work of an engraver and of a designer and of an embroiderer, in blue and in purple and 
in scarlet material, and in fine linen, and of a weaver, as performers of every work and makers 
of designs. Now Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skillful person in whom the Lord has put skill 
and understanding to know how to perform all the work in the construction of the sanctuary, 
shall perform in accordance with all that the Lord has commanded.’

Then Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skillful person in whom the Lord had put 
skill, everyone whose heart stirred him, to come to the work to perform it. They received 
from Moses all the contributions which the sons of Israel had brought to perform the work in 
the construction of the sanctuary. And they still continued bringing to him freewill offerings 
every morning. And all the skillful men who were performing all the work of the sanctuary 
came, each from the work which he was performing, and they said to Moses, ‘The people are 
bringing much more than enough for the construction work which the Lord commanded us 
to perform.’ So Moses issued a command, and a proclamation was circulated throughout the 
camp, saying, ‘Let no man or woman any longer perform work for the contributions of the 
sanctuary.’ Thus the people were restrained from bringing any more. 

“Out-of-Control” Story #2: 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 (NIV)
And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 
churches. Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 
up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 
their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in 
this service to the saints.  And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to 
the Lord and then to us in keeping with God’s will.

These two stories are extraordinary examples of what happens when God’s people get 
out of control in their motivation to give. It would be quite instructive for us to go behind 
this explosion of generosity to determine what prompted this kind of out-of-control 
giving in these two circumstances. There are four lessons we can learn from these two 
stories.
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LESSON #1: Giving Will Get Out Of Control  
When God’s People Catch A Bigger Vision

Both of these visions for doing something greater than themselves began with strong 
leaders who had a clear vision and were able to effectively articulate that vision and the 
plan to achieve it. Moses had the blueprints for the tabernacle, and Paul intended to 
personally deliver the benevolent support to the believers in Jerusalem. 
Will Rogers understood the need for a good plan to accompany a good vision when he 
stated, “A vision without a plan is a hallucination.” Or, as the old proverb says, “A vision 
without a plan is just a dream. A plan without a vision is just drudgery. But a vision with a 
plan can change the world.” Both leaders had a vision and a plan. 

There is a phrase that says, “You’re getting what you’re getting because you’re doing 
what you’re doing.” In other words, more of the same leads to more of the same. This is 
where most believers find themselves in their giving journeys.
 
In both of these stories, God’s people were challenged to embrace a vision that was 
substantially bigger and more challenging than anything they could envision themselves. 
They embraced the vision and exceeded all expectations as a result.

LESSON #2: Giving Will Get Out Of Control  
When God’s People Surrender Themselves To The Lord

The most telling statement of this lesson is when Paul says that the Macedonians first 
gave themselves to the Lord. The beginning of any outbreak of generosity will begin 
when God’s people surrender to Him. Note the use of the word surrender and not 
submit. To submit means to give in. We submit to the authorities over us (government, 
employers, husbands, etc.) not necessarily because we like what they are doing or agree 
with their actions, but because we are commanded to submit, to give in, to respectfully 
yield.   

Surrender, on the other hand, is to give up. In this case, there is no objection, no 
resistance, no biting our lip, no holding our tongue and reluctantly obeying. We 
completely surrender our will, our opinion, and our self-interests. This is what Paul is 
getting at when he says that the Macedonians first gave themselves to the Lord. They 
gladly and willingly surrendered what little they had in material possessions to God. They 
surrendered their personal agenda for what they wanted to do with those possessions 
(like having another meal) to God’s agenda of helping other believers who were even 
needier than they were. When God’s people finally and fully surrender (give up) to God 
instead of just submit (give in) to God out of respect and duty, out-of-control giving will 
be positioned to happen. 
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LESSON #3: Giving Will Get Out Of Control  
When God’s People Attune Their Hearts To The Voice Of The Holy Spirit

We see this repeatedly mentioned in the story of the Israelites. It says the spirit moved 
them, their heart(s) were stirred, and the people were filled with the spirit of God. When 
God’s people tune their “inner radio” to the right frequency—the frequency of God’s 
voice instead of the frequency of this present age—an eruption of generosity is poised to 
happen. 

Sadly, many pastors, ministers, and church leaders have guided their people to look at 
their calculators to determine their required level of giving instead of directing them to 
look to the Holy Spirit for His desired level of giving. The former inhibits out-of-control 
giving. Paul is quite clear on the basis for Christian giving in Second Corinthians 9:7 (just 
one chapter after his report of the Macedonian’s out-of-control giving). He says, Each one 
must do just as he has purposed in his heart (NASB). Here Paul is offering us a procedure, 
not a percentage, for determining our giving. He is telling us to tune into the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit who can stir and move our hearts and fill us with an eagerness to give at 
levels far beyond anything we have experienced previously. 

LESSON #4: Giving Will Get Out Of Control  
When God’s People Experience Joy In Giving

Both stories abound with comments about the extraordinary levels of joy His people 
experienced as their giving got out of control. They had overflowing joy. The people 
were bringing much more than enough. They were restrained from bringing more. They 
urgently pleaded for the privilege of sharing. They gave beyond their ability. 

Wouldn’t you love to be part of a worship service one day where the leaders of the 
church get up at the offering time and tell the congregation that they are not going to 
take up an offering because they already have more than enough to perform the work 
that the church is doing? It would be a modern-day manifestation of out-of-control 
giving. 

If you read the rest of Second Corinthians 9:7, you will see this fourth lesson emphasized. 
Paul concludes his giving instructions by saying that we should give not grudgingly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. The Greek word for cheerful could also be 
translated “hilarious.” When the act of giving brings us out-of-control joy, out-of-control 
giving is on the verge of breaking out. 

How can we increase our joy in giving? One way would be to actually witness the results 
of our giving—the lives that will be changed or the work that will be done.  There are 
surveys that indicate that of all the giving that Christians do, church giving gives them the 
least amount of joy. One reason is because the church has done such an inadequate job 
of connecting their members to the impact their weekly giving is having in the lives of 
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people locally and internationally. Their giving simply goes in the plate, never to be seen 
or heard about again. Yet, these same folks derive great joy in supporting a needy child 
in a third-world country. Why? It is because they are connected to the recipient and to 
the outcome.  

Wouldn’t it be inspiring if each week just prior to the offering, your church would show 
a short, one-minute video of someone who has been impacted by the ministry of your 
church, whether it be a person who got saved, a marriage that was rescued, someone 
who was helped to overcome an addiction, a child who was impacted by a Vacation Bible 
School program, or a tribe in a foreign country that now has the Word of God in their 
language because of the ministry of the church? You could call this video vignette the 
“Money Clip.” Wouldn’t that make giving more meaningful and much more joyous for 
everyone?  

Connecting giving to specific outcomes opens the door for greatly increased joy in giving. 
And the more “hilarious” we become in our giving, the more likely we are to start giving 
like the Israelites in Exodus 35-36 and the Macedonians in Second Corinthians 8. If you 
want to experience out-of-control giving, (1) embrace a bigger vision, (2) totally surrender 
to the Lord, (3) listen to the Holy Spirit, and (4) make your giving a joyous experience. 
Then, look out!

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

2. What impresses you most about these two out-of-control giving stories?

3. Does the statement, “You’re getting what you’re getting because you keep doing what 
you’re doing” apply to your giving and the blessings you are getting from it?
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 LESSON ONE
4. What is the biggest Kingdom vision you have ever been part of?

5. Why is the word surrender emphasized instead of the word submit when it comes to 
our obedience to Christ’s will? Why is surrender a requirement of out-of-control giving?

6. Second Corinthians 9:7 instructs us that “Each one must give as he has decided in his 
heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” What makes 
this New Testament directive for giving so revolutionary, especially when compared to 
the Old Testament concept of giving?

 
7. Paul is giving us a procedure for giving instead of a percentage for giving. Discuss this 
giving procedure and how we are to settle on how much to give. 

8. Have you ever felt like you were being forced to give? Have you ever given grudgingly 
in the past? What is Paul telling us about that kind of giving?
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James 5:16

 LESSON ONE
 9. Of all the giving that you do, which of it brings you the least amount of joy? Why? 
What can be done to make all our giving a hilarious experience?  

 
10.What has been the most personally meaningful (joy-filled) gift you have ever made 
and why was it so?

11. If you were to (1) start looking for a God-sized vision, (2) surrender fully to the Lord, 
(3) tune your heart to the voice of the Holy Spirit, and (4) find places to give that would 
bring you great joy – would your giving substantially increase? If yes, why? If no, why 
not? 

12. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?
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PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                               Answers to Prayer

 LESSON ONE
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MONEY IS NO OBJECT

WHEN YOU REALLY LOVE
In Proverbs 30:18-19 (NASB), Agur observes, There are 
three things which are too wonderful for me, Four which I do 
not understand: The way of an eagle in the sky, The way of 
a serpent on a rock, The way of a ship in the middle of the 
sea, And the way of a man with a maid. The last thing he 
mentions is very important. All of us have experienced or 
observed what strange and wonderful things happen to 

a young man when he really loves a maid. Considering the surprising effects of love on a 
young man’s behavior may give us some insight into how we will respond when we are 
truly in love.
 
When You Really Love… Money is No Object
When you really love, you can’t spend enough on the object of your love. One of the 
most amazing things that happens to a young man who is really in love is this: no 
matter how frugal or tight-fisted he may have been in the past, he is suddenly anxious 
to give something, anything, everything he has to express his undying love for her. This 
behavior is quite characteristic of how love is expressed. Remember in John 3:16 (NASB) 
it says, For God so loved... He gave. Likewise when we love so much, we cannot help 
ourselves. We are uncontrollably compelled to give to the one we love.

Remember the story of Mary?
While [Jesus] was in Bethany at the home of Simon the leper, and reclining at the table, 
there came [Mary] with an alabaster vial of very costly perfume of pure nard; and she 
broke the vial and poured it over His head. But some were indignantly remarking to one 
another, ‘Why has this perfume been wasted? For this perfume might have been sold for 
over three hundred denarii, and the money given to the poor.’ And they were scolding her. 
But Jesus said, ‘Let her alone; why do you bother her? She has done a good deed to Me.’ 
Mark 14:3-6

To fully appreciate the magnitude of Mary’s gift, we must understand that three hundred 
denarii was worth about a year’s wages. What she was pouring out on Jesus was no 
small financial expression of her love. To those watching Mary’s extravagant expression 
of love, it seemed like a silly and ridiculous waste of a valuable resource. But Mary didn’t 
care. She deeply loved Jesus, so the more extravagant the gift, the more appropriate 
her expression of overwhelming love. For Mary, her extravagant gift was entirely 
appropriate. 

You see, when you really love, money is no object.
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When You Really Love…Giving is a Delight
Consider your response if your son or grandson were to come to you and say, “If you 
really loved me, you would buy me a new bike!” Because you do love him, you might go 
ahead and buy him the bike, and you might even be glad to do it. But the gift would not 
be nearly as much of an expression of your love for him as it could have been since it 
didn’t grow out of your deep desire to express that love to him. It was instead his idea 
for how you could show your love to him. 

Likewise, our gifts seem to lose some significance if God has to tell us the amount we 
must give to show we really love Him. Many churches actually teach giving more like it 
is “membership dues” rather than a loving gift. They teach, “Pay your tithe.” It can feel 
much more like paying a bill instead of making a joyful gift to express our profound love 
for the One who saved us from death!

When a person really loves, he doesn’t ask, “What is my duty?” He asks, “What is my 
privilege?” His giving is motivated by his overflowing love, not out of some sense of debt-
payment or obligation. How loved would you feel if your spouse said to you, “Just tell me 
how much I have to spend on you so you will know I love you?” Talk about pouring cold 
water on the relationship. As one wife told her husband, “If I have to tell you what to do, 
then it doesn’t count.” 

This is precisely the point Paul is making in II Corinthians 9:7 (NIV): Each of you should 
give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. God wants your giving to flow from your heart—a genuine and 
extravagant expression of your overflowing love relationship to Him. God wants your 
gifts to Him to be your idea, motivated by your love, and in the size and the amount that 
you choose, not some amount dictated by Him to you. If God has to tell you what to give, 
does it count? Interesting thought, isn’t it? If your gifts to Him are done reluctantly or 
under compulsion, where is the love expression? God loves to receive gifts from joy-filled 
givers who are giving because they really love Him. 

You see, when you really love, giving is a delight.

When You Really Love…No Sacrifice is Too Great
There is a story of an elderly couple who had been married for over 50 years. The wife 
had developed Alzheimer’s disease and was placed in a nursing home. Every day her 
husband would go to the nursing home and spend the entire day by her side, even 
though she no longer knew who he was. He did this for years. Their children finally came 
to him and asked, “Dad, Mom doesn’t even know who you are, so why do you come here 
every day and spend the entire day with her?”  He looked down with a smile and said, “I 
come every day because I still know who she is.” 
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When a person really loves, no sacrifice is too great. In the great love chapter of 1 
Corinthians 13, Paul says, And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, and if I surrender 
my body to be burned, but do not have love, it profits me nothing (I Corinthians 13:3, NASB). 
Sacrifice without love profits me nothing. Might it be that love without sacrifice also 
profits me nothing? Remember when David wanted to offer a sacrifice to the Lord, and 
Araunah offered to give him the land, the oxen, and all he needed for the sacrifice? David 
refused his gifts and insisted that he buy from Araunah what he needed because, I will 
not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God which cost me nothing (2 Samuel 24:24). How 
can you fully express your love if you are not making a meaningful sacrifice to express it?

If we were to sacrifice everything to the Lord, we would have only matched what He 
sacrificed for us. How do you respond to that unconditional, sacrificial expression of 
love? He sacrificed it all because He really loves us, and He wants us to voluntarily, 
joyfully, and extravagantly sacrifice for Him because we really love Him. Our gifts to the 
Lord are not some effort to try to win His favor or to repay what we owe Him for what 
He has done for us. Our giving to the Lord is entirely an expression of our unspeakable 
gratitude for what He has already given to us. We give because of what we have already 
received, not because of what we hope to someday receive.

The song Here I Am to Worship is incredibly moving. There is one line that is repeated 
over and over again: “I’ll never know how much it cost, to see my sin upon that cross.” 
We should be overcome by this because we will never know how much it cost to see our sin 
upon that cross. How could Jesus love us that much? How can we ever in any appropriate 
way express how much we love Him for what He has done for us? 

You see, when you really love, no sacrifice is too great.

Do you really love Jesus? If so, money will be no object, giving will be a delight, and no 
sacrifice will be too great. May these three qualities be true of us as we joyfully, eagerly, 
and extravagantly give to the love of our life—Jesus. 

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

2. Share an example in your personal life when “money was no object” and you couldn’t 
spend enough on someone you loved.
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 LESSON TWO
3. Do you have a person in your life who spends a great deal of time and energy 
choosing just the right gift for you? How does that make you feel?

4. Share your response to the comment the wife made to her husband, “if I have to tell 
you what to do, it doesn’t count?” Why can telling someone what you want them to give 
you reduce its meaningfulness?

5. Does your giving sometimes feel like an obligation rather than a delight? Why?

6. Examine your personal motivation for giving. Is it related to your parent’s teaching, a 
church’s teaching, a belief that God will provide greater blessing in your life if you give? 
Why are you giving to God?

7. Share how David’s attitude about giving and sacrifice in II Samuel 24:24 gives you 
better insight regarding your giving? “No, but I will buy it from you for a price. I will not 
offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me nothing.”
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8. What’s holding you back from imitating this kind of sacrificial love shown by the aging 
husband toward his wife to the Lord and to others?

9. What is one thing you can you do to transform your giving into a continual 
demonstration of love to all?

10. Share the most sacrificial gift you have ever made to the Lord or to someone else? 
How impactful was it for you?

11. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?
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PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                               Answers to Prayer
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THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING

BIG GIVER, SMALL GIVER:
SOMEONE  HAS REVERSED THE DEFINITIONS

One of the most radical giving passages in the entire 
New Testament is found in Luke 21:1-4. You most 
likely have heard the story about the “widow’s mite.” 
Most people completely miss how profound this 
story and Jesus’ teaching on it are. In fact, Jesus, 
as He does on many occasions on many different 
subjects, turns the Old Testament teaching on giving 
“on its ear” with His comments:

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into 
the offering box, and he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins. And he said, ‘Truly, I 
tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. For they all contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.’ (ESV)

A person could all too easily read right through this story, be warmed by the sweetness 
of it, and move on. But we dare not overlook the fact that in Jesus’ assessment, He 
reverses our commonly understood definitions of what makes “big” giving big and 
“small” giving small. He changes the entire paradigm by identifying the widow as the big 
giver and the wealthy as the small givers (this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them).

To fully appreciate the extreme contrast in Jesus’ comparison here, we need to 
understand that the two small copper coins this poor widow gave were the equivalent of 
1/64th of a common laborer’s daily wage. Assuming a minimum wage for an eight-hour 
day, her gift amounted to a measly ninety cents in today’s dollars. Contrast this with the 
huge sums of money that Jesus observed the rich dropping into the offering box. Their 
giving may have even been bags of surplus gold. And that is His point. 

Even the significant amounts of money the rich were parting with in their offerings 
would have absolutely no immediate or long-term impact on their lives. They were giving 
what they did not need and what they would not miss. In their giving, they were making 
no personal sacrifice at all. The widow, on the other hand, would likely feel the impact of 
her gift by dinner time that very day.

It seems the percentage of giving Jesus is endorsing is 100%, not just some arbitrary or 
perfunctory 10% tithe. He is praising and promoting 100% giving. That alone is off-the-
charts extreme teaching.

 LESSON THREE
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A Modern Day Comparison 

In order to better understand what Jesus is actually saying here, let’s consider this 
hypothetical, modern-day situation. Imagine there are two members of your church. 
The first member is a poor, elderly widow who receives $12,000 a year in Social Security 
and who gives out of her meager annual income $500 a year to the church. The second 
member is a successful businessman who is giving $50,000 a year to the church from his 
$350,000 annual income. 

Comparison #1

If you compare the total dollar amount the two are giving, who is the big giver and who 
is the small giver? Obviously the businessman is the big giver and the widow is the small 
giver. The businessman is giving 100 times more than the widow.  

Comparison #2

If you compare their giving as a percentage of their income, you will see that the widow 
is giving a very modest 4% of her income (an unacceptable amount in many churches’ 
theology). The businessman, on the other hand, is giving a very healthy 14% of his 
income. By this measure, the businessman is again the big giver and the widow is the 
small giver. The businessman is giving 3.5 times more.

Comparison #3

Putting aside our “normal” methods of measuring the liberality of giving, let’s consider 
the brand-new giving measurement that Jesus here institutes. Simply stated, here is 
Jesus’ new definition for measuring generous giving: Your degree of generosity is not 
measured by how much you give, it is measured by how much you have left over after you 
give. Let me repeat this: Your degree of generosity is not measured by how much you give, 
it is measured by how much you have left over after you give. This is a profound truth that 
may take some time to fully absorb.  

Using Jesus’ new definition to measure who is the bigger giver, we are not to compare 
their total giving (comparison #1) or even their percentage of giving (comparison #2); 
we are to compare how much the widow and the businessman have left over after they 
have made their respective gifts (comparison #3). 

The widow has a meager $11,500 left over to live on for the entire year (less than 
$1,000 a month), while the businessman must “struggle” to make ends meet on his 
remaining $300,000 salary ($25,000 a month). The message is unmistakably clear here. 
Jesus’ teaching, in this case, is telling us that the widow who gave only $500 is a much 
bigger giver than the businessman who liberally gave $50,000. Jesus has thrown us an 
incredible curveball in His comparison in Luke 21 when He identifies the poor widow, not 
the rich, as the bigger giver. 
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The Most Generous Person 

A preacher once shared this personal story: 

I have worked with many affluent families over the past 30 years, helping them make 
several substantial gifts to the kingdom. However, when I think about the most generous 
person I have ever known, none of these committed and willing givers reaches the top of 
my list.

That top position goes to a ten-year-old boy named Jimmy Mitchell who was a member of 
my church back when I was preaching as a young man well over 30 years ago. One Sunday 
before church, I was standing up at the pulpit getting my sermon notes ready when Jimmy 
came running into the auditorium of our very small country church in rural Kentucky. He 
ran up to me with a one dollar bill in his hand and exclaimed, “Jay, look what I’ve got!” I 
replied, “Jimmy, that’s great. Where did you get it?” He told me that after he mowed his 
yard, he decided to go ahead and mow his elderly neighbor’s yard next door because she 
wasn’t able to get around very well. He excitedly exclaimed, “After I finished, she came out 
and gave me this dollar!” He then paused and gave me a reflective look and said, “You 
know, Jay, I’d like to give some of this dollar to the Lord.”

Touched by his comment, I replied, “Jimmy, I know the Lord would be so pleased that you 
want to share some of that dollar with Him. How much do you think you would like to give 
Him?” Even now, more than three decades later, I still remember his penetrating words 
like it was yesterday. He looked down at the dollar and then questioningly looked up at me 
and asked, “Do you think He would mind if I kept a dime?” His words still ring in my mind 
to this day, Do you think He would mind if I kept a dime? Jimmy knew whose dollar it was, 
and he was just hoping to enjoy some small benefit from it having passed through his 
hands on its way back to its rightful Owner for His use and purposes.

Jimmy Mitchell still remains the most generous giver I have ever personally known. 
Not because of the total amount of the gift, a meager 90 cents, or even the amazing 
percentage of his giving (90%) but because of the amount he had left over after he made 
the gift—one thin dime. 

Have you ever given this sacrificially and extravagantly at any time in your life? Can 
you imagine what the kingdom of God would look like today if it were full of believers 
who thought and acted like Jimmy Mitchell? Your degree of generosity is not measured 
by how much you give, it is measured by how much you have left over after you give. 
This new definition should challenge all of us to reassess our current level of giving to 
determine if we should even be thinking of ourselves as big givers.

It may just be that based upon Jesus’ revolutionary new definition of what it means to be 
a big giver, some of us may realize that we aren’t all that big of givers after all, and many 
of us who likely have never thought of ourselves as big givers indeed really are!  
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LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
 
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

2. Why do you think Jesus new definition of giving was so radical?

3. How was it that the widow was really the big giver and the ones giving lots to the Lord 
were actually smaller givers? How does this new definition of giving effect you?

4. Prior to this lesson have you seen yourself as being a generous giver? How has your 
thinking changed now?

5.Share a time when you could have given extravagantly but fear held you back?

6. What was it about the story of Jimmy Mitchell that made the biggest impression on 
you?

 LESSON THREE
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7.How will this teaching from Jesus on giving change how you think about your giving 
and how much you give going forward? 

8. How did the modern day comparison help you see giving in a different light?

9. Does seeing it all as “God’s money” spur you on to change how you are currently 
giving? Why or why not?

10. Since it’s not the size that counts but rather the heart behind it, how can we have the 
“heart” of the steward?

11. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?
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 LESSON THREE

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                              Answers to Prayer
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BARNS AND VATS

THE LAW OF RESUPPLY
Not long ago, a Bible teacher came across a familiar 
passage written by Solomon in Proverbs 3:9-10. 
He had read it many times before, but he realized 
that he had never really plumbed the depths of this 
statement until just then. Previously he had just 
noted it and moved on. When he decided to study it 
more deeply, what he uncovered was very exciting to 
him. 

Solomon said, Honor the Lord from your wealth and 
from the first of all your produce; so your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will 
overflow with new wine (NASB).  

Pastors often quote these verses, urging people with limited or ordinary means to give 
liberally so that they will, as a result, become people with extraordinary means. Their 
“pitch” is that the more you give, the richer you will personally become. This is the 
cornerstone of the prosperity gospel message. However, this half-truth is not limited to 
just those who promote this flawed theology. Many forms of this teaching can be seen in 
evangelical sermons and teachings as well. 

After studying this passage in much greater depth, the Bible teacher realized that this 
common interpretation of these verses misses the mark by a mile. Drilling down a bit 
deeper, we will see what he discovered about these two short verses. 

A Command

Solomon is well-known for making astute life observations and then using his 
supernatural wisdom to coin simple yet profound proverbs about how life works. These 
proverbs, many of them insightful one-liners, form a treasure of life counsel that is 
pointed and practical. They provide us with wise observations on life outcomes resulting 
from certain decisions and life choices.   

But Solomon in this passage shifts from merely observing how life works to giving a 
specific command. He uses the opening word “honor” in the imperative, making his 
statement a command. Solomon is ordering the reader to “honor the Lord” with a 
specific kind of giving. He is not trying to simply entice us to give by dangling the promise 
of greater material prosperity before us. He is telling us that giving is serious business. 
But the more important question we must ask is, “Who is he talking to here?”

Your Wealth

 Solomon’s command is not directed to the poor or to people of modest means. This 
command is rather directed to individuals who are rich. Notice this giving is to come 
from the person’s “wealth.” Poor people of Solomon’s day would not have any wealth 
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with which to obey this command. This command is also not directed to a group of 
middle-class people who collectively may own among themselves more than one barn 
or vat. In all three places where the pronoun “your” is used (before “wealth,” “barns,” and 
“vats”) they are all in the singular, meaning Solomon is talking to one wealthy person 
who personally possesses multiple barns and multiple wine vats—the wealthiest of the 
wealthy. There would have been no disagreement that anyone who owned multiple 
barns and vats in Solomon’s day was wealthy. So this command from Solomon is 
specifically for those who are already wealthy, not those who want to become wealthy.

The Law of Resupply

One of the most common fears of giving is this, “If I get really radical in my giving, what 
I currently have in my barns and vats could be greatly diminished. Consequently, I may 
find them being only half-full or worse yet, entirely empty because I gave too much 
away.”  

This is the exact concern that Solomon is addressing in this passage. He tells the wealthy 
that their liberal giving will not reduce what their barns and vats hold. Contrary to what 
you fear, your first-fruits giving will not diminish what you have. Instead, it will ensure 
that your “barns will (remain) filled” and “your vats will (continue to) overflow” with 
excess—even after your giving. This is what is called the Law of Resupply. 

This is not the only place where we see this Law of Resupply demonstrated. Do you 
remember the story of the widow of Zarephath (I Kings 17:7-16)? She used her last bit of 
flour and oil to make Elijah a small loaf of bread and as a result, her jar of flour was not 
spent, neither did the jug of oil become empty (1 Kings 17:16, ESV). She obediently gave as 
she was directed by Elijah, and the Law of Resupply kicked in. She never ran out of flour 
and oil. 

The story of the five loaves and two fishes is another example of the Law of Resupply 
(Matthew 14:13-21). As the disciples distributed the loaves and fish to the hungry crowd, 
they were miraculously resupplied until everyone ate and were full. When the feeding 
was over, they had twelve baskets left over—more than they started with! 

One additional passage where we see this Law of Resupply taught is in 2 Corinthians 9:8, 
10. Paul encourages us, And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all 
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work…He who supplies 
seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and 
increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to be generous in 
every way.

Paul tells us what we give will be resupplied to us. Why? So we can do even more giving. 
When we demonstrate a life of commitment to doing good and helping others with the 
materials possessions He entrusts to us, the Law of Resupply will operate in our lives 
and we will have all sufficiency in all things at all times, [so we] may abound in every good 
work. And you will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way. What an incredible 
assurance! We can never become poor by giving too much away. God always gives givers 
more to give! 
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The Surplus

The practical question that seems to emerge from Solomon’s teaching on this Law 
of Resupply is this: Because my existing barns continue to be over-filled and my vats 
overflowing even after my giving, what should I do with the surplus that exceeds my 
current capacity and need? The natural response would be to do the same as the rich 
farmer: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones and there I will store all my grains 
and goods (Luke 12:18). That would be a tragic mistake! Read the verses that follow. God 
calls him a “fool.” 

On the other hand, the supernatural response to our surplus would be to give it all away. 
You don’t have room for it and you don’t need it anyway. You can use your surplus to 
help other believers in the world who have a shortfall. In so deploying your surplus, you 
simply keep the Law of Resupply operating. Your abundant generosity produces even 
more generous abundance, allowing you to practice more abundant generosity…and on 
and on the resupply cycle goes. What an exhilarating way to live and give! 

The Motivation

Let us all be mindful that without a proper check of our motivation, this Law of Resupply 
can easily be reduced to nothing more than a self-serving gimmick to get richer, 
using “giving” as the methodology to achieve it.  Solomon dismantles this self-serving 
motivation with his opening words, “honor the Lord…” Our singular motivation for giving 
is to bring honor to the Lord. 

Do you remember what Jesus said in Matthew 5:16 (NASB)? Let your light shine before 
men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
Heaven. What is the ultimate objective of our giving? It is to bring glory and honor to the 
Lord. As we focus on giving honor to Him, He gives us repeated opportunities to honor 
Him by enacting His Law of Resupply. Our goal then is not to increase prosperity for us, 
but to increase honor for Him. 

Conclusion

Do you want to experience the Law of Resupply? Here are the steps. (1) Begin by 
believing this law exists. (2) Find a way to give that honors the Lord. (3) Give to the point 
that what you hold in your “barns” and your “vats” are at new lows. (4) Repeat this giving 
process until you run out of money and possessions.  

Wait…what? Give until I run out of money and possessions? Relax. You will discover you 
will never get to (4)! The Law of Resupply promises that in some supernatural way you 
will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way. Like the widow of Zarephath, 
you will discover that you will never run out of flour and oil. Solomon isn’t making a 
suggestion here; he is giving us a command. Are you ready to obey his command and 
experience the supernatural Law of Resupply?
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LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

2. Compared to the rest of the world, we Americans are very wealthy. How does this 
reality make this passage applicable to us even though we might not see ourselves as 
rich?

3. Share how you understand the Law of Resupply works. What are the four steps 
needed to experience it?

4. Share an example of how you have personally seen the “Law of Resupply” work in 
your own life.

5. What does Solomon tell us is the goal in asking us to give to help meet the needs of 
others? Read Matthew 5:16 with this thought in mind.

6.Share your greatest difficulty in living sacrificially.
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7.  In what ways are you challenged by the story of the Widow of Zeraphath (I Kings 
17:7)?

8.  Share your thoughts and reaction to the passage, “You will be enriched in every way so 
that you can be generous on every occasion? And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that 
in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. Now he 
who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store 
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way 
so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in 
thanksgiving to God.” (2 Corinthians 9:8-10)

9.  Are your barns currently “full” and the barn door locked for safe keeping so as to not 
lose anything in the barn? Does the Owner of the barn have a key to them?

10. What is the immediate and ultimate folly of continuing to build bigger barns? Why 
are we so prone to follow this kind of folly in our thinking and our behavior?

11. Do you personally believe that it would be impossible to completely empty all your 
barns? Why or why not?

12. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?

 LESSON FOUR



  THE STEWARD’S WAY | EXPERIENCING TRANSFORMATIONAL GIVING (303 SERIES)  •   2 7

 LESSON FOUR

PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                               Answers to Prayer
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GIVIN’ WHILE YOU’RE LIVIN’

GIVING OR LEAVING?
A gentleman recently posed a thought-provoking 
question. He asked, “Do you think testamentary 
giving is really giving?” The answer to this question 
at first blush might seem quite obvious. But 
upon further contemplation, it may not be all 
that obvious. Think about this. With lifetime 
giving, you are voluntarily separating yourself 
from your possessions. With testamentary giving, 
you are involuntarily being separated from your 

possessions when you can no longer keep them.

With the former, your possessions are leaving you. With the latter, you are leaving 
your possessions. The first is voluntary; the last is involuntary. With one you are giving. 
With the other you are leaving. Viewed this way, there emerges a huge difference 
between these two. It has been observed over many years that most people who have 
made plans to leave something behind for the Kingdom after they eternally relocate 
could certainly make most, if not all, of those gifts while they are still alive. This being 
the case, an important question must be asked. Why don’t people do all the giving 
they can while they are still here? There are three reasons why people might opt for 
testamentary leaving instead of lifetime giving.

Reason #1: Uninformed

It is surprising how often believers work with unbelieving advisors (attorneys, money 
managers, insurance agents, accountants, etc.). For advisors with a secular worldview, 
the idea of giving is seldom a central part of their planning considerations. (In many 
cases, they may actually be opposed to the idea of giving because their incomes 
would go down if you did.) If you bring up giving, it is very easy for them to drop a 
testamentary gift into your plan since it requires no real strategic planning or sacrifice 
to give it. You might say, “I’d also like to leave a little something for God in our plan.” 
Simple. Easy. No need to carefully plan how to maximize your lifetime giving. No need 
to stretch your faith in any way, because after all, you are not really giving anything 
away—which leads to the second reason why people might choose testamentary 
leaving instead of lifetime giving. 

Reason #2: Uncertain

Uncertainty breeds fear, and fear is one of the great paralyzers to lifetime giving. There 
is often a fear, spoken or unspoken, that if I really get generous in my lifetime giving I 
might inadvertently give too much away and then run short of funds to live on later in 
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life. But no one has ever given themselves into poverty. In fact, it isn’t even possible. 
But fear, driven by our fallen, lack-of-faith nature, kicks in, reducing or altogether 
stopping our ability to joyfully and generously give while we are still “on this side of 
the grass.” Testamentary leaving, as opposed to lifetime giving, often can be a practical 
manifestation of fear—a lack of trust in God to provide for us in the future.

Reason #3: Unengaged

If believers don’t have a “fire in their belly” about something eternal, if they are 
not passionate about seeing God work in people’s lives, if they are not personally, 
spiritually, and emotionally engaged in doing something with their lives and resources 
that will matter forever, then there will be little perceived difference between lifetime 
giving and testamentary leaving. With either giving or leaving one may think, “Whenever 
I do give, I am sure I will do some good, somewhere, for someone in some way, at 
some time.” In these cases, both giving and leaving can be devoid of any urgency 
or passion.  When it comes to your giving, would you be able to say with Jeremiah 
in Lamentations 1:13 (NASB), From on high He sent fire into my bones? If you are 
unengaged in Kingdom work, giving or leaving can feel about the same. 

Even the unbeliever Andrew Carnegie had a goal to give away everything he had while 
he was still alive.  He even made the bold statement, “He who dies rich, dies disgraced.”  
His problem was that he was so rich he could not give it away faster than his financial 
empire was making it, so in spite of all his efforts, he still died rich—disgraced. 

Tom Monaghan, the founder of Domino’s Pizza, is a compelling, contemporary 
example of a man who is trying to give it all away before he relocates.  His personal 
testimony of A Millionaire’s Vow of Poverty is a compelling story regardless of our own 
personal financial situation.

Should you choose to upgrade your testamentary leaving to lifetime giving, how would 
you decide how much lifetime giving you should be doing? Here is a three–step 
process to ratchet up your lifetime giving and experience more fun, more joy, and 
more Kingdom impact during your lifetime than you ever dreamed possible.

Step #1: Imagine

…what you could do for the Kingdom while you are still here on earth.

Helen Keller recognized, “I can’t do everything, but I can do something.” And so can 
you. If you don’t know where God is at work in the world today, start looking.  You will 
not have trouble finding Him working all over the world in amazing and supernatural 
ways. Choose the work and the places He is working that most excite and motivate 
you. Discover what unfunded opportunities are there that you could help continue or 
expand. Imagine who or what could be changed for eternity if you were to give now. 
Ask, “Is God calling me to help fund this Kingdom opportunity?” Just imagine. You could 
be part of something big, something eternal, right now!  
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Step #2: Plan

…for maximum Kingdom impact with all you have.

Most people have little idea how much lifetime giving capacity they really have. Sit 
down with your advisors and charge them with the task of presenting you a plan 
on how to maximize your Kingdom giving and impact before you relocate to your 
permanent home with the Lord. Start with determining what you have in the way of 
surplus income and assets. These are immediately available for lifetime giving. Then 
ask the Lord if He might even like you to reduce your lifestyle consumption so as to 
increase your lifetime giving. This can be a scary question to ask because it seems 
we are all afraid our Lord might say, “Yes, I want you to reduce your lifestyle for My 
Kingdom’s sake.” 

By developing this kind of strategic giving plan, you will be absolutely amazed at how 
much you will be able to deploy of your income and resources if lifetime Kingdom 
impact becomes the top priority in your planning. 

Step #3: Trust

…God to take care of you while you focus on taking care of others.

This is where the “rubber meets the road.” Are you willing to trust God to take care of 
you so you can stop worrying about whether you have enough to take care of yourself? 
When we can answer “Yes” to this question, we will now be free to focus on making 
sure others have enough. 

Faith and fear are mutually exclusive. One clear indicator that we are lacking in faith is 
when we become fearful about not having adequate provisions in the future. Do you 
believe that God is powerful enough, wise enough, and loving enough to take care of 
you without your help? If God feeds the birds of the air and clothes the lilies of the 
field, will He not all the more take care of you? (Read Matthew 6:25-34.) When you can 
finally and fully trust God for your care and provision, you will never again need to 
worry about giving too much away during your lifetime.

Do you remember the story of the widow of Zarephath and Elijah? With her last bit 
of provisions she fed Elijah. As a result, God kept her bowl of flour and her jar of oil 
perpetually full. (Read I Kings 17:8-16.) Isaiah 59:1 (NIV) reminds us, Surely the arm 
of the Lord is not too short to save, nor His ear too dull to hear. Think about it. If we are 
willing to trust God for our eternity, surely we can trust Him for the short time we 
have left here on this earth. If we will focus our energies on maximizing our lifetime 
Kingdom giving, we will find to our delight that the rest of our lives will actually prove 
to be the best of our lives!
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LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

 
2. How can fear be a major factor in whether we choose to give to the Lord now or after 
we no longer need it?

3. What can you do to kindle a “fire in your belly” about kingdom work?

4. Have you sought help in planning to maximize your lifetime giving – the sooner the 
better? What plans have you made to accomplish this?

5. What do you think about the statement that faith and fear cannot co-exist?
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6. How does the story of the Widow of Zarephath challenge you to be more generous?

7. How would it make you feel to make plans so that as much as possible you’ll be “doing 
your givin’ while your livin’, so you’re knowin’ where it’s goin’”?

8.  What would it take for you to trust God to such a degree that you can focus your 
attention on taking care of others and let Him take care of you? Why is this such a radical 
thought for so many believers?

9. Are there fears in your life that paralyze you from giving more now? If so, what are 
they?

10. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?
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PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                               Answers to Prayer
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THEIR GAIN, MY LOSS

FOR RICHER OR FOR POORER
We most often hear this phrase, “for richer or 
for poorer” in wedding vows, but this phrase 
may also be used to describe a core issue for 
us in regards to our giving. One of the most 
compelling disincentives to people’s giving is a 
nagging sense of loss from what they give away. 
Many feel that if they give, they will become 
“poorer” in the same proportion as the recipient 
of their gift becomes “richer.” In other words, 
“Someone else’s gain is at my expense.” So, they 
think, “I need to evaluate how much I can afford 

to lose in my giving—how much poorer I am willing to become—in order to determine 
how much I am willing to give.”

Believe it or not, this kind of thinking, common as it is, is the absolute opposite of what 
the Word teaches us about giving. The Bible unquestionably teaches us that our giving 
is never at a personal loss. It is always at a personal gain. In fact, we will see that it is 
impossible for any of us to divest ourselves of our acquired wealth by giving it away to 
bless and serve others.

When you put money into your retirement plan or make a principal payment on your 
home mortgage loan, do you feel poorer in so doing? Not likely. We understand that 
we have simply transferred these funds to a different asset that is not immediately 
useful, but will ultimately be very beneficial to us in the future. We might go so far as to 
say that in making these transfers we actually feel better off financially and even more 
secure by doing so, even though our net worth statement has not changed at all in the 
transfer.

There is a repeated phrase in the New Testament that most people likely have not 
carefully considered. The phrase Lay up treasure(s) is used in Matthew 6:20, Luke 
12:20, and I Timothy 6:19. It is interesting that the Greek word for “lay up” is related 
to the root word for “treasure.” You could literally translate the phrase, “treasure 
up treasures.” We read, for example, in Matthew 6:20 that we are to be lay(ing) up 
treasures in heaven.

What seems to have escaped our notice is the two other words that are in the middle 
of this phrase—for yourselves. Jesus says, lay up treasures for yourselves in heaven. 
These treasures are not being laid up in heaven for God, or for the poor, or for the 
lost. We are laying them up for ourselves. We are not losing them; we are simply 
transferring readily liquid and immediately available assets into an account that is not 
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immediately liquid nor readily available, but will be of great value to us in the future. 
And every transfer we make in this life is being credited to our account in heaven—
every one of them, no matter how great or how small.

In I Timothy 6:17-19, Paul reiterates this same idea when he writes to Timothy about 
the affluent Christians under his spiritual care. 

Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope 
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with 
everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to 
be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure for themselves as 
a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 
(NIV)

These affluent Christians are not being commanded to divest themselves of 
their material treasures; they are being commanded to lay up their treasures for 
themselves—for later enjoyment—for the coming age—an eternal retirement plan 
or equity position. The rich farmer is called a fool in Luke 12:20 because he was 
mistakenly laying up treasures for himself here on earth. He was properly investing for 
himself, only he was doing it in an improper place! (See Matthew 6:19.)

We may go so far as to say that we cannot give anything away that we possess. We 
can, at best, only lay it up in a different account. But in the end, no matter where we 
give it, it has been credited to our heavenly balance sheet and will make us ultimately 
(and sometimes even immediately) richer than before we made the transfer. Add to 
that the fact that when we lay up (invest) treasures for ourselves in Kingdom things, 
God’s return on that investment is always guaranteed; there is never a downturn in 
God’s economy. Remember, investing in the Kingdom for the King always makes you 
richer—never poorer.

Let us consider just a few additional scriptures that further confirm the immediate and 
ultimate profitability of laying up treasures for yourselves in heavenly things. We read in 
Acts 20:35 (ESV), In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must 
help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.’ We gain. Proverbs 11:25 (NIV) tells us, A generous man will 
prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. We gain. In Luke 6:38, Jesus 
encourages us, Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 
be measured to you. We gain. 

We can see in these verses that we are not just richer financially but also emotionally 
because our giving refreshes us as well as those to whom we give. It blesses us 
spiritually because our giving more perfectly conforms us into the image of Christ, the 
ultimate Giver. Finally, it blesses us relationally because not only do we profit from our 
investment, others profit as well—a double blessing.
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Remember the story of the young boy who gave Jesus what was no doubt a hearty 
lunch of five loaves and two fishes (Matthew 14:13, Mark 6:33, Luke 9:12, John 6:1. 
This story is one of a very few that is actually reported in all four gospels; it obviously 
made a huge impression on everyone.)  Without doubt, when the boy gave his sack 
of food to Jesus he thought he was giving up his lunch—a loss, but he was okay with 
that. After all, it was for Jesus.  Little did he know, not only would he still have his lunch, 
but thousands of others would also have lunch thanks to him. Anyone who was ever a 
young boy can imagine this lad likely ended up eating more than his original five loaves 
and two fish before the day was done. He wasn’t poorer because of his gift; he was 
actually richer and so were all those who were with him. No loss.

Anne Frank, the young Jewish girl who was eventually killed in a Nazi concentration 
camp, wrote, “No one has ever become poor by giving.” Do you know why? Because 
you cannot become poor by giving. It is an eternal impossibility. Do you see yourself 
as being poorer after you write the check or make the gift? Do you feel like you have 
lost and someone else has gained? Do you sense that you are worse off than you were 
before you gave? Perish the thought! You are richer! You have just laid up for yourself 
more treasures in heaven. You are now more blessed and your future more secure 
than before. You have willingly transferred some readily available, immediately liquid 
assets to another account that will be waiting for you when you finally “retire” from this 
life and move on to the next one—the best one. And on that day, you will be glad you 
invested so generously with a long view of life and eternity. Someday, oh happy day, all 
our invested treasures will finally be returned to us to use and to enjoy—forever!

LIFE APPLICATION QUESTIONS
1. What is your initial reaction to the message of this lesson?

2. Do you find yourself feeling “poorer” after you give? Why is that?

3. Does this feeling of loss reduce the amount you might otherwise give? Why do we 
believe that in our giving –“the receiver’s gain is our loss.”
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4. Read Matthew 6:20, Luke 12:21 and I Timothy 6:19 and check the context of the 
phrase “Lay up . . . treasures.” Who are we supposed to be laying up treasures for? Why 
is this important for us to know and fully embrace?

5.Do you think it cheapens the motive for our giving if we are rewarded for it? If yes, 
where have you come up with this idea?

6. Whose idea was it to reward us for our obedient deployment of the Owner’s funds? 
Why is it important to know whose idea it was?

7. Discuss the statement, “We cannot give anything away that we possess.” What does 
this mean? How is this possible? How can it be true?

8. Do you think the young boy who gave his lunch to Jesus thought he sacrificed his 
lunch that day so Jesus could eat? What do you think this boy must have thought after he 
saw what Jesus did with his lunch?
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9. Where is the only place you can invest and have it be absolutely secure and with 
returns of up to 10,000% (This is what “hundredfold” means). See Mark 10:30.

10. Anne Frank Said, “No one has ever become poor by giving.” Why is it not possible to 
become poor by giving?

11. What do you think Jesus meant when He said, “It is MORE blessed to give than to 
receive?” (The giver is rewarded more than the receiver.)

12. How will this understanding of being rewarded for what we give of ourselves and the 
resources we have been entrusted with change our attitude and our motivation to give?”

13. What is going to change in your life going forward because of this lesson? What are 
you going to start doing differently?
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PRAY FOR ONE ANOTHER
James 5:16

                   Prayer Request(s)                                                Answers to Prayer
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